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2166 nm all-fiber short-pulsed Raman laser
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Abstract: We report a compact 2166 nm germania-fiber short-pulsed Raman laser based on the
cavity matching scheme. The all-fiber Raman cavity is formed by a pair of 2166 nm fiber Bragg
gratings. High-power noise-like pulses from a 1981 nm fiber laser are used to pump a 22 m
germania-core fiber for providing Raman gain at ∼2166 nm, and readily realizes the Raman-cavity
synchronization with high mismatching tolerance. Stable Raman pulses at 2166 nm are therefore
generated with the tunable pulse width of 0.9-4.4 ns and the large pulse energy up to 12.15 nJ.
This is, to the best of our knowledge, the first demonstration of all-fiber short-pulsed Raman laser
in the mid-infrared region.

© 2019 Optical Society of America under the terms of the OSA Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Mid-infrared (MIR, 2-20 µm) [1] short-pulsed laser sources have attracted considerable attention
due to their potential applications, such as medical surgery, chemical sensing, material processing,
nonlinear frequency conversion, eye-safe LIDAR and missile countermeasures [1–7]. Compared
with solid-state lasers [8,9], the fast-developed fiber lasers in the MIR region have been focused
owing to their advanced remarkable merits (e.g. compactness, low cost, ease of use, and
maintenance-free operation). Nowadays, MIR fiber laser sources have been widely investigated
using rare-earth-doped (Er3+, Ho3+, Dy3+) ZBLAN fibers [10–20]. 12 W actively Q-switched
Er:ZBLAN fiber laser at 2.8 µm with a pulse energy of 100 µJ and pulse duration of 90 ns has
been reported [10]. Passively Q-switched fiber laser using nanomaterials as the saturable absorber
has been achieved around 3 µm [11–13]. Wavelength-tunable gain-switched MIR fiber lasers
around 3 µm have also been presented [14]. Furthermore, mode-locked MIR rare-earth-doped
fiber lasers for ultrashort pulse generation have made considerable progress in recent years.
Sub-picosecond pulse generation in 2.8 µm Er:ZBLAN fibers have been successfully achieved
with a nonlinear polarization rotation technique [15,16] or a black phosphorus saturable absorber
[17], and the mode-locked wavelength has been further extended to 3.5 µm [18]. Most recently,
the most widely tunable picosecond pulses generation from 2.97 to 3.30 µm has been reported in
a dysprosium-doped fluoride fiber laser with a pulse energy of 2.7 nJ [19]. However, so far MIR
ultrafast rare-earth-doped fiber lasers are still restricted to the wavelengths of 2.8-3.3 µm and 3.5
µm [21]; and it is well known that silica-based ultrafast fiber lasers are generally limited to <2.1
µm [22–26]. It is noteworthy that ultrafast fiber laser in the spectrum gap between 2.1 to 2.7 µm
has not been fully exploited yet. Raman gain in optical fiber is available to overcome the spectral
limitation, since the simulated Raman scattering can be excited virtually at any wavelength by
providing a suitable pump source. Therefore, ultrafast Raman fiber laser with the advantage of
wavelength flexibility may offer an opportunity and powerful weapon to attack the spectral gap
(2.1 to 2.7 µm).
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Due to the silica-fiber loss arising rapidly in >2 µm wavelength range and low Raman gain,
soft-glass specialty fibers (e.g. fluoride glass and chalcogenide glass) with the MIR transparency
and high Raman coefficient have been recognized as strong candidates for MIR Raman lasers
[27–31]. 3.7 W fluoride glass Raman fiber laser operating at 2231 nm has been demonstrated
with a laser slope efficiency of 15%[27]. Most recently, Raman fiber laser emitting in the
MIR at 3.34 µm [28] and cascaded Raman fiber laser at 3.766 µm [29] has been obtained in a
chalcogenide glass fiber. However, all of them still exist two restrictions: 1) requiring the bulk
optical components and precluding compact MIR all-fiber integration; 2) operating at continuum
wave state and impossibility of MIR short-pulsed Raman fiber laser regime. To solve these
problems, germania-core fibers can offer a good opportunity to develop compact all-fiber MIR
short pulse Raman laser, due to the advantages of MIR transparency in the 2-3 µm wavelength
range, fusion splicing to standard silica fibers, large nonlinear coefficient and the ease ofNL
manufacture.
In this paper, we experimentally demonstrated a 2166 nm all-fiber short-pulsed Raman fiber

laser based on germania-core fiber and the cavity matching scheme. The MIR Raman laser
consists of two highly reflective fiber Bragg gratings (HR FBGs) and 22 m germania-core Raman
fiber pumped by a 1981 nm homemade noise-like pulse (NLP) mode-locked fiber laser. Benefiting
from the cavity matching scheme, the MIR Raman cavity is well synchronized to the 1981 nm
mode-locked fiber laser cavity. The 2166 nm Raman laser produced the maximum output power
of 52.65 mW, pulse energy of 12.15 nJ and minimum pulse duration of 900 ps.

2. Experimental set-up and operation principle

The experimental setup of the 2166 nm all-fiber germania-core Raman laser system is shown in
Fig. 1(a). A 1981 nm NLP mode-locked Tm-doped fiber laser (TDFL) is firstly built as the pump
laser. The FLM is not only used as an output mirror, but also acts as a periodic saturable absorber
for initiating high power NLP mode-locked laser. A 10/90 OC is placed at the output of 1981 nm
mode locked laser for monitoring the 1981 nm NLP mode-locking operation. In the experiment,
the 2166 nm Raman fiber laser consists of two HR FBGs and 22 m germania-core Raman fiber
which has the same parameters as presented in [32] with germania-core concentration of 97%,

Fig. 1. (a) Experiment setup of the 2166 nm all-fiber germania-core Raman laser system.
LD: laser diode, HR FBG: high reflectivity fiber Bragg grating, TDF: thulium-doped fiber,
OC: optical coupler, PC: polarization controller, FLM: fiber loopmirror. (b) The transmission
spectra of the two HR FBGs at 2166 nm. (c) The Raman spectrum of the GeO2 fiber.
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core diameter of ∼2 µm. The 1981 nm NLP laser is launched to the germania-core fiber through
an input HR FBG1 to provide the Raman gain. As seen in Fig. 1(b), the transmission spectrum
of the two FBGs are exact matched ensuring the Raman laser occurring. The Raman spectrum of
the germania-core fiber is measured as given in Fig. 1(c). A broadband Raman shift is observed
from 300 to 600 cm−1 with the Raman peak of 427 cm−1, and the Raman-scattering cross section
of the germania-core fiber is 5-9 times higher than one of silica glass fiber [32]. The Raman
cavity round-trip frequency was synchronized [33,34] with the pump pulse repetition rate by
adjusting the cavity matching fiber (SM1950) in the pump cavity. Thanks to the unique properties
of the NLP pump laser with a sub-nanosecond pulse width and high peak power, the Raman
Stokes wave and the pump pulses can be matched easily. A 12.5 GHz photodetector (ET-5000F,
Electro-Optics Technology Inc.) together with a RF spectrum analyzer and a 40 GS/s high speed
oscilloscope (Agilent DSO81204A) is used to measure the pulse characteristics.

3. Experimental results and discussion

In our experiment, the continuous-wave lasing threshold of the TDFL is 2.04 W, and self-started
mode locking in the NLP state is observed when the pump power exceeded 3.24 W. Figure 2
summarizes the mode-locking characteristics at a pump power of 5.48 W. As shown in Fig.
2(a), the NLP lasing at 1981.4 nm has a linewidth of 4.11 nm. Figure 2(b) shows the typical
mode-locked pulse train, which has a pulse-to-pulse interval of 230.7 ns, in accordance with
the cavity round-trip time. As shown in Fig. 2(c), when the pump power is gradually increased
from 3.24 to 8.24 W, the pulse became increasingly wider, and the pulse profile changed from
bell-shaped to rectangular. As recorded in Fig. 2(d), the output RF spectrum of the mode-locked
pulses have a fundamental repetition rate of 4.334 MHz matching the cavity length well. The RF
signal-to-noise ratio is about 60.14 dB. The insets in Fig. 2(d) plotted the wideband RF spectra
up to 50 and 500 MHz, respectively. Interestingly, there is a modulation frequency period of
∼330 MHz in the widespan RF spectrum, which corresponds to a ∼2.9 ns pulse duration as can
be estimated through its Fourier transformation. In Fig. 3(a) and 3(b), the average power and
pulse width are measured, and the corresponding pulse energy and peak power are calculated as a
function of the pump power. As the pump power increasing, the average power, pulse energy and

Fig. 2. The characteristics of the 1981 nm NLP mode-locking laser at a pump power of 5.48
W. (a) Optical spectrum of the NLP operation. (b) Typical oscilloscope trace. (c) Evolution
of the NLP. (d) RF output spectrum at the fundamental frequency. Inset: wideband RF
spectra up to 50 and 500 MHz, respectively.
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pulse width grow linearly without the appearance of saturation. The maximum average power
and highest pulse energy obtained are 2.037 W and 470 nJ, respectively. The pulse width can be
tuned from 1.10 to 4.94 ns, and the peak power remained at a constant value of 95 W.

Fig. 3. (a) Average output power and pulse duration, and (b) Pulse energy and peak power
as a function of the 793 nm pump power.

In order to attain the Raman laser generation, the NLP mode-locked pulses are subsequently
injected into the Raman cavity. When the average injection power of the 1981 nm NLP increased
over 0.376 W, we obviously observe 2166 nm laser output optical spectrum. Figure 4 summarizes
the typical characteristics of the 2166 nm at the 1981 nm pump power of 0.996 W. The typical
optical spectrum of the Raman laser is presented in Fig. 4(a), and the laser center wavelength
locates at 2166.1 nm. The linewidth of the Raman laser is significantly broadened due to
the four-wave-mixing between numerous longitudinal modes associated with long fiber laser
cavity [35,36]. The significant central dip in the laser leak spectrum (after HR FBG2) is due
to the reflection of the HR FBG2. As seen in the inset of Fig. 4(a), the 2166 nm Raman laser
disappeares, while adjusting the PC to destroy the 1981 nm mode-locking operation. As seen in
Fig. 4(b), the Raman laser has uniform pulse trains without amplitude modulation indicating a
stable mode-locking operation. The pulse-to-pulse interval is measured to be 230.7 ns, which is
in accordance with the 1981 nm pump laser. As shown in Fig. 4(c), when the pump power is
gradually increased from 0.376 to 1.792 W, the pulse becomes increasingly wider. Figure 4(d)

Fig. 4. Characteristics of the 2166 nm Raman fiber laser under 1981 nm pump power of
0.996 W. (a) Optical spectrum of the 2166 nm Raman laser. Inset: both the optical spectra of
mode-locking and unlocked. (b) The typical oscilloscope trace. (c) Evolution of the Raman
laser as the pump power of 1981 nm increased. (d) RF output spectrum at the fundamental
frequency. Inset: wideband RF spectra up to 100 MHz.
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gives the RF output spectrum of the Raman laser. The fundamental frequency peak is located at
4.334 MHz which is the same as the repetition rate of 1981 nm pumping. As seen in the inset
of Fig. 4(d), the spectral peaks for ∼100-MHz RF harmonics exhibit almost uniform intensity
without spectral modulation, indicating good stability of our Raman pulsed laser.

For further investigating the output characteristics of our Raman laser, we record the average
output power, pulse width, 1981 nm residual power as functions of the injection 1981 nm pump
power. As seen in Fig. 5(a), the average output power grows linearly without appearance of
saturation while the pump power increases. The pulse width increases continuously from 0.9 to
4.4 ns, and the maximum average output power is 52.65 mW, limited by the pump power. As
the pump power increased, the residual 1981 nm power increases at first, and then significantly
reduces due to the oscillation of the Raman laser. For further increasing the pump power, the
1981 nm residual power linearly increases. The corresponding pulse energy and peak power are
calculated, as shown in Fig. 5(b). The pulse energy increases linearly from 0.95 to 12.15 nJ, and
the peak power increases from 1.06 to 2.76 W.

Fig. 5. (a) Average output power, pulse duration and 1981 nm residual power, and (b)
Raman pulse energy and peak power as a function of the 1981 nm pump power.

4. Conclusion

In this paper, we have demonstrated an all-fiber germania-core Raman laser lasing at 2166
nm based on the cavity matching technique with high mismatching tolerance. The simply
linear MIR Raman laser consists of two HR FBGs and 22 m germania-core fiber. By pumping
the germania-core fiber with 1981 nm NLP mode-locked TDFL and meeting cavity matching
condition, stable Raman laser operation is obtained with the maximum average output power
of 52.65 mW, the maximum pulse energy of 12.15 nJ, and the minimum pulse width of 900 ps.
This could provide a promising way for obtaining short Raman pulses in a compact and low-cost
fiber laser.
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